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and which arc generally exhibited in the presence of their elders, or of ladies, are traits which, while they are the proper adjuncts of this period of life, should never be allowed to become engraved in the character, and can only be lost by association with many and different men. And this opportunity is afforded by Oxford, where the freshman will be ever meeting men of various tastes and characters, with whom ho will stand upon a footing ^ of equality and with whose different dispositions and bents of mind ho will gain an appreciative acquaintance. In such a large circle he will learn to hold his own in the conversation which goes on around him, and to take no inferior part in the wordy war of badinage and repartee. He will insensibly put-off that mauvaise honte of which he is so conscious, but which he finds so difficult to divorce; and will acquire a self-possession and equability which, even if they were the sole fruits, would go far to justify #an Oxford training. On the other hand, to a man of an exclusive, narrow, or conceited mind, Oxford supplies a valuable corrective^ The man who, lord of his own small sphere, is accustomed to consider linnsclf mentally or physically superior to tho generality of mankind, will quickly find in Oxford that all the virtues are not concentrated in his single person alone; that he muy bo great at a school, or second to none in a small town: but that among two thousand undev-graduates his knowledge is but moderate, and held of small account, and his athletic feats are not at all above the average and excite no rnptur-ous applause. He who judges everything from his own narrow creed, and condemns the slightest infraction in others of his own code of morality, will find that a rigid and proud austerity is not the only excellence, and that hia adoption of the office of censor morum is held to be an impertinence. Ho may learn to mistrust somewhat his own infallibility, to remit somewhat of his harsh imputation of motives, to understand- that a wide and catholic charity is better than a narrow, ignorant, and conceited egoism; in fine to remove himself in some degree from that hateful character, a " prig."
Again, the virtual independence enjoyed by au Oxford student is, while certainly offering temptation, a valuable preparation for after-life. When a man sees that he has only himself to rely upon, and that in the world of Oxford he is alone, the sole arbiter of his career, he will, unless sudly deficient in wits, quickly find a way to defend himself against the loss of his opportunities, and the incursions of those who are every ready to prey upon the unwary. And such experience is certainly one of the most important advan* tages of an Oxford career. At School, where everything is methodised, and definite duties are assigned for every hour of the day, nothing is left to the boy to decide for himself, save whether he shall apply himself to hia work, On the other hand, at Oxford, except in the case of a few lectures and some minor regulations, the student is master of his own time, and may exercise hia discretion in the choice of everything. 2ffo doubfc this liberty is often abused, and especially during the first year of his career an undergraduate is unable to restrain himself while he has possession of such unwonted freedom. But he will soon see that wise use is far more profitable to himself than reoklesa misapplication of his good fortune, and will learn to enjoy with moderation the opportunities allowed. In every part of Oxford life he will be obliged to use this discretion, and more especially of course with regard to his expenses, It is here that he is most likely to fail, and such failure is not confined to Oxford men. Every one knows that want of methodJa financial masters is tha, characteristic of a large proportion of men, both young and old* Ma,ny thing ,is to cure this negligence, it is surely th* ^fodom .learned from expetieuoe, which is offered m perfection ', a,t Oxford,,. $v$ry,, (temptation which may lead, a man iutp extravagant* tyfcere pjaqied before M#$ alluring frhopyv beautiful, object* to